Template Email to Scotland Holyrood candidates
*Copy and paste the text below and edit the red text to personalise this email for your candidate. Find out who the candidates are in your area https://whocanivotefor.co.uk/*
Dear [Candidate]
Let’s give the best start for Scotland’s children at this election
I am [job title] of [name of setting(s)] in [area/town/village] in the area you’re standing in for the Holyrood elections. We currently have [xx] children aged between X to X attending our setting(s). We provide high quality early learning and childcare (ELC) which gives children the best start in life while also supporting working families.
I am contacting you as a local candidate to support National Day Nurseries Association’s calls for an ELC system that gives children in Scotland the best start. The first five years is critical for children’s life chances with up to 90% of their brain development happening by the age of five.
To give Scotland’s children the best start, we want to see the next Scottish Government to focus on an ELC system that works for children, families, and providers; supports families in every community; and delivers inspirational early experiences.
As our local candidate, I would like your commitment:
· To support local settings like mine by pledging to address ELC sustainability concerns through your work in the Scottish Parliament
· To visit local private, voluntary, and independent ELC providers to see the work we do with young children
· To the asks in NDNA’s Manifesto: The Best Start for Scotland’s Children including:
· Address the postcode lottery in ELC cross-border funding to better align with a child’s rights approach in ELC delivery
· Supporting the ELC workforce 
· Reviewing the support for children with Additional Support Needs in ELC
· Creating a single online childcare account for families to reduce complexity, increase take-up and ensure funding follows the child
OPTIONAL PARAGRAPH:
You are welcome to visit our nursery – we would love to show you all of the excellent work we do with our children. [You may want to give more details about the activities you do. Invite the parliamentary candidates to come on a day when you have specific sessions planned with the children.]
I really hope you will be able to speak up for ELC settings like mine and the children and families in our area. If you would like any further information about our setting, please let me know. Any support would be greatly appreciated.
Yours sincerely,

