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Dear X, [You can find details of your local MP by entering your postcode here - https://www.writetothem.com/] 
I am [job title] of [name of setting] in [area/town/village] in your constituency and we currently have [xx] children aged between X to X attend our setting. We provide high quality early education and childcare which gives children an excellent start in life while also supporting working families.
I am writing to you to ask you to support the National Day Nurseries Association’s (NDNA) call for nurseries in England to be exempt from paying business rates. 
Recently, nurseries have seen their business rates increase significantly, following revaluations and as some local council legacy discount schemes come to an end. NDNA’s research shows that the average nursery faces a bill of £21,000. This year, our own business rates have increased to £XXXXX.
This is a tax we must pay on the space we provide our children to learn, grow and develop. As more hours in settings are Government funded, we are less able to cover costs like these due to historic underfunding and set rates for funded places.
The Institute for Fiscal Studies estimates that 80% of income for nurseries is now the delivery of Government funded childcare. Keeping business rates on educational institutions like nurseries, while re-imbursing schools, means public money for the funded entitlement is not all being spent on children’s early education and care. At the same time, it means parents also face higher fees for the hours they purchase at nursery.
Nurseries like mine are the majority provider of early education and care in England and are incredibly important for delivering the Government’s priorities on giving children the best start in life. By failing to address the impact of business rates on childcare settings, the Government risks working against its own aims in early education and childcare.
Exempting nurseries form paying business rates has been recommended by the Education Committee, NDNA and the Federation of Small Businesses. Schools and academies have their full business rates liabilities paid or reimbursed and the same consideration must be provided to early years settings who are delivering the early years curriculum and Government funded places. 
The devolved governments in Scotland and Wales have worked with NDNA and recognised that the cost of the relief is off set by the benefits to children and the foundational economy through better access to more affordable childcare.
If the Government makes nurseries exempt from business rates it will help us to survive despite existing revenue pressures and it will support us to invest in growing our provision for children and families in this area. At the moment the risk of revaluation and unsustainable bills acts as barrier to investment in our inspirational learning environment.
Please write to the Chancellor to ask her to provide business rates relief to nurseries as part of the review of business rates. The Labour Party said that “The current business rates system disincentivises investment, creates uncertainty and places an undue burden on our high streets.” I agree and we need to see the system reformed urgently for nurseries in England.
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