Dear [MP Name],
I am [job title] at [name of setting] in [area/town/village] within your constituency. We currently educate and care for [xx] children aged [X to X], providing high-quality early education and childcare that gives children the best possible start in life while supporting working families.
Our nursery is proud to be part of the private, voluntary and independent (PVI) sector – the backbone of early years education across the country. PVI nurseries like ours deliver 80% of funded childcare places for under-threes, offering flexible, year-round care that meets the needs of working families and ensures every child, including those with SEND, has the opportunity to thrive.
We follow the relevant curriculum, delivering play-based learning that nurtures communication, physical development and emotional well-being. Many settings like ours also provide enriched experiences such as forest school, music and language classes. This is where the best start happens and we are proud to make that a reality for families in your constituency.
Why we’re writing to you
We are supporting NDNA’s national campaign Nursery – where the best start happens, to showcase the amazing things that are happening in our nursery and nurseries and pre-schools like ours. This covers three themes relating to the Government’s ‘Giving Every Child the Best Start in Life’ strategy.
We believe nurseries like ours:
· Offer support for families in every community
· Are delivering early education that works for everyone
· Provide inspirational early experiences 
Despite our vital role, PVI nurseries face severe financial pressures that threaten sustainability and access for families. We face rising costs that is not reflected in funding and cannot be made up through our charges to parents – who are struggling with their own cost of living pressures. The Department for Education’s own research shows that less than half of nurseries cover their costs from our income and only 23% of school-based nurseries are covering their costs. This is not sustainable.
I am concerned that the Government’s messaging around “free hours” has also damaged trust between nurseries and parents, while new restrictions on parental charges and ongoing business rates burdens make it harder for settings to remain viable.
If these issues aren’t addressed:
· Families will face fewer choices and disrupted continuity of care
· Children risk losing access to high-quality early education
· The Government’s ambition for a Best Start in Life will be undermined.
We are also seeing a growth in the attainment gap between disadvantaged children and their peers by the age of five. We are concerned that issues like families on Universal Credit not being able to claim the costs of nursery meals in the same way as they can access free school meals. This is creating additional costs for families on the lowest income and creating a barrier to accessing high-quality early education and care.
What our nursery needs 
I am asking you to:
· Write to the Secretary of State for Education to ensure that the Government’s review of funded childcare addresses underfunding so that funding rate increases reflect our true costs
· Support business rates relief for nurseries, not just pubs and restaurants to help us keep costs lower. NDNA estimates the average bill exceeds £21,000 annually [you might want to include your own figures]
· Support National Day Nurseries Association’s ‘where the best start happens’ campaign by sharing their campaign resources and graphics on social media.
We want to continue delivering the best start for children in [constituency], but we need fair and sustainable funding to do so. Please speak up for nurseries like mine and the families who rely on us. 
I would also be happy to arrange a visit for you so you can see the amazing work our team is doing day-in day out with our youngest children and what this means for families.
Any support you can offer would be greatly appreciated.

Yours sincerely,
[Your Name]
[Job Title]
[Setting Name]

