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Story stones

Story stones can be used to te!! and de alondstories. They can
be bought or made using » nts, stickers, pens, photographs
or natural materials such as gra_hand sand to create textures.

Story stones can | e used |1 a variety of ways to inspire
children.

Group story walling — sit together with all of the stones in view
to_ta''sthe story or you may hide the print face of the stones
Z1d turn' hem over as the story progress to introduce new
c aracters and events.

In Jividual story stone activities — place your story stones on a
create a story’ table with small world people, animals, play
dough, music or musical instruments for children to explore
the objects and to create their own stories.
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Partnerships with parents - create story stone bags and send
them home with children or provide story stone kits to
parents so that they can create ‘family stories or favourite
celebration stories” which the child can retell in the setting.

Experienced story tellers — ask each child to choosefa sihne
out of the bag. Each child has to weave their chC2n sfone
character/event into the story narrative.

Supporting parents

There is an abundance of research t/.at tells us tnat parental
involvement in a child’s learning can ave a si nificant impact
on their development withdpositive e/lCts that last into
adulthood. Parents hold zfwdaalth of information about their
child. It is the practitianer’s jo.nto ensure they develop a
positive relationshif” with | arents and families to enable a
two-way sharing of  aformatj yn and achievements.

Reflection:
Reflect on youinartnerships with parents.
- “Mlhat percentage of your communications involve you
giv ng information to parents and what percentage is
ps’ents sharing information with you?

Ir an ideal world, there would be a 50:50 sharing information

cycle. If this is not the case with some of your parents, then
think about ways in which you can improve this (see
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