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ADVERTORIAL30 YEARS OF UNCRC

Marking 30 years of children's rights
This November marks the 30th 
anniversary of the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child 
(UNCRC).
The UNCRC was adopted by the UN 
General Assembly on 20 November 1989 
and signed by the UK in 1990. To this day 
it still protects and celebrates the rights of 
children in your care.

The UNCRC states that all children have 
the right to grow up in an environment 
that meets their basic needs and allows 
them choices and decisions of their own.

The importance of the UNCRC
Early childhood consultant Sue Asquith 
talked to Nursery News about the 
importance of the UNCRC: “Life is full 
of hustle and bustle for children and 
pressures ‘to do well’.  There are also sharp 
rises in the numbers of children with poor 
mental health.  Article 31 gives children 
the right to have some free time, play and 
rest, times where there are no pressures or 
set outcomes. During their play, children 
actively learn and explore the world 
around them and problem solve, helping to 
build resilience and self-regulation skills. 

“While facilitating children’s play, 
adults can also help children with their 
right to have a voice and have their views 
heard. This may be straight forward for the 
pre-school aged children, but how are you 
recognising and acting upon the ‘voice’ of 
babies and young children? What about the 
toddler in a tantrum or meltdown? Their 
behaviour is communicating something to 
you! What strategies do you have to find 
out what it is?”

Embedding in your practice
The UNCRC should be embedded into your 
practice, policies and procedures. 

Read through the UNCRC articles 
and see where they best fit within your 
own policies and ethos. Some will be 
clear, for example, the articles relating 
to child protection clearly fit into your 
safeguarding policy, and you could even 
reference the article number in your policy.

Then check through your policies and 
procedures and highlight where they 
support the rights of the child. 

You can download the latest NDNA 
Policies and Procedures templates 
from our website at www.ndna.org.uk/
memberhub 

Tips to celebrate
20 November is now celebrated as World 
Children’s Day, and this year a petition 
will be handed over to world leaders on 
this date, calling on them to commit to 
fulfilling the rights of every child now and 
for future generations. 

You can find out more and sign the 
petition at www.unicef.org/world-
childrens-day. You can also get involved by 
“going blue” (UNICEF’s logo colour). Why 
not dress in blue or incorporate blue into 
your messy play, and share with #GoBlue 
on social media to show your support!

More activities include considering 
opportunities for every child to give their 
views at your setting. Try changing the 
theme of your home corner or role play 
area, discussing options with the children 
and allowing a vote. You could even hold a 
children’s council!

What is the UNCRC?
The United Nations Convention 
of the Rights of the Child, or the 
UNCRC, is a list of 54 articles that 
list what the rights of every child 
should be, regardless of where they 
are born or grow up. 
It underpins all statutory frameworks 
in early years, regardless of the 
nation.
Numbers 1 to 42 are the main 
articles affecting the children in your 
care directly. They include:

•	 Non-discrimination
•	 Respect for the views of the child
•	 Freedom of expression
•	 Right to privacy
•	 Protection from violence, abuse 

and neglect
•	 Adequate standard of living
•	 Leisure, play and culture
•	 Knowledge of rights.

Articles 43 to 54 are about how 
adults and governments must work 
together to make sure all children 
can enjoy all their rights.

You can view all the articles in 
full at www.unicef.org.uk/un-
convention-child-rights

Find further support at www.
ndna.org.uk/uncrc - including:

•	 A link to articles on the UNCRC
•	 Our UNCRC factsheet which is 

free for members
•	 Our online training course on the 

UNCRC, just £5 or include it in 
our short course training bundle 
(www.ndna.org.uk/bundles)

•	 Tips and activities to support the 
UNCRC.

MEMBERS RESOURCES

‘Tis the season 
for festive fun & creative crafts
Christmas is a truly magical experience: we count down the days until Santa pays us a visit, 
sing Christmas songs all day long, hang pretty decorations and - of course - eat lots of 
delicious food.
At Consortium, we LOVE Christmas, and children do too! So let your little learners collaborate, 
celebrate and have some fun with quick, easy and creative crafts over the festive season.
Create unique displays for your setting or build stronger relationships with guardians by 
encouraging your children to make thoughtful creations to take home. Whichever way you do it, 
your little ones will be developing a range of skills such as fine motor skills, collaborative play and 
they’ll be having lots of fun in the process!

Giant Display Tree
What you’ll need:

•	 Consortium Giant Display 
Tree (Pack of 3)
•	 PVA Glue

•	 Art & crafts of your choice
You can paint, colour, collage 

or even add a sprinkle of 
sparkle to these pre-cut jumbo 

Christmas trees. With our 
fabulous range of Everyday 
Everythings you can get all 
the art & craft supplies that 
you need - including paint, 

glue, pens and glitter – for the 
lowest market price*. So now 

you can get more for less!

Tissue Paper 
Wreath

What you’ll need:
•	 Consortium Tissue Paper 

•	 String for hanging
•	 Paper plate, old cereal 

box or go large with a 
cardboard box

•	 Glue
Why not work together in 
a group or independently 
to create this pretty and 

effective Christmas wreath 
made out of tissue paper. 
It’s easy to make and low 

cost! 

Gingerbread House 
Cards

What you’ll need:
•	 Gingerbread House Cards

•	 PVA Glue
•	 Pens

•	 Sequins
What is Christmas without 

a Christmas card? These 
Gingerbread House Cards will 
go down a treat with family, 
friends and loved ones. Plus, 

they come already cut out and 
ready for you to decorate.

Christmas Baubles 
What you’ll need:

•	 Coloured card or try 
pinecones if you’re feeling 

more adventurous 
•	 PVA Glue

•	 Glitter (or try Sparkle Sand 
for a more eco-friendly 

alternative)
•	 Pom poms, paint and 

additional assortments
•	 Ribbon / string for hanging
Give your setting’s Christmas 
tree a bit of a personal touch 

by creating your own baubles. 
Use card and ribbon to create 

the classic round design, or 
why not take the learning 

outdoors where the children 
can explore and hunt for 

pinecones to decorate instead?

For more festive fun and 
affordable resources,  

head over to  
consortiumeducation.com/

festive

FREE Sparkle sand
To help you to get into the Christmas spirit, we’re giving you the opportunity 
to get your hands on our new Sparkle Sand (pack of 6) for FREE!
Sparkle Sand is a 100% natural mineral colour coated using environmentally 
friendly and non-toxic ingredients - a great alternative to standard plastic glitter. 
It can be used in a wide range of applications and is a fun, creative resource to 
help support a child's development. To get your FREE Sparkle Sand:
1.	Spend £75 or more on all your favourite Consortium supplies online
2.	Enter ‘FESTIVE19’ in the search bar at the top of our website and add the item to your basket
3.	Proceed to checkout with your FREE GIFT!** and also enjoy 10% off with your NDNA discount.

*At the time of going to print. NDNA member discount do not apply to our range of Everyday Everythings **View full Terms & Conditions at consortiumeducation.com


